Neurosurgical treatment of status epilepticus.
The purpose of this study was to report the cases of five patients with status epilepticus who were treated successfully with neurosurgery. Five children presented with refractory status epilepticus, including complex partial status epilepticus, epilepsia partialis continua and "status gelasticus." Multiple medical therapies had failed to control the seizures, and focal resection was performed. Seizures were fully controlled in four patients, and in one patient seizure frequency was reduced by more than 90%. Refractory status epilepticus is associated with a high mortality rate and by definition does not respond well to medical treatment, even optimal medical treatment. Neurosurgical treatment should be considered as another therapeutic option once medical management has failed, and neurosurgery should not necessarily be a last resort.